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CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON’S OUTSIDE INTERESTS

In addition to building up the church under his pastoral care in Richmond Court and then in Charlotte Chapel, Christopher Anderson found time, from the beginning of his ministry, to promote many other interests, particularly:

(a)
Evangelism in the Highlands of Scotland, especially by providing Gaelic Schools,

(b)
Evangelism in Ireland,

(c)
The Edinburgh Bible Society (now the National Bible Society of Scotland),
 and

(d)
The Baptist Missionary Society’s work at Serampore in India.

Although Revival in Rose Street is about Charlotte Chapel, its first pastor’s outside interests are mentioned for two reasons. First, following the example of James Haldane, he originally contemplated an arrangement that would allow him part of every year to engage in these other activities. When this proved impracticable, he used most of his holidays for many years to promote them, and this had, in time, an impact on the pulpit ministry. Secondly, his interests were inter-connected with the pastorate. For example, when Andrew Fuller came to Edinburgh in the autumn of 1808 on Missionary Society business, Anderson arranged for him to preach three times in Richmond Court and then went on with him to Aberdeen to promote the work in India. It was when he was in London on Missionary Society business in 1809 that he heard about the British and Foreign Bible Society and came back to Edinburgh to start a similar work here. When he realised that the provision of Scripture in the Gaelic language was the most effective way of evangelising the Highlands, but that many people there were illiterate, he started the Gaelic Schools.  Again, it was when he first visited Ireland to collect funds for the Indian Mission that he saw the distressing state of the native Irish and took up their cause.

As the years went by, he realised that he was over-committed. He wrote in 1812:

For several years past I have had too much to do beside the Church.  Its being small probably led me to seek round for sufficient work to occupy me; but as it has increased as well as the other, I find myself behind occasionally with my engage​ments, which gives me considerable uneasiness.  Oh! for light from above, that we might say in this matter, 'Come, then, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.'

and

You know that a very considerable share of the business, and often, the prosperity of institutions, depends upon those with whom they originated.  Now it so happens that I should have been in a considerable degree so favoured with regard to the Itinerant Society, the Edinburgh Bible Society, and the Gaelic School Society.  With respect to the first, I might per​haps as effectually promote it in England; as to the second, though at present almost the whole depends upon me, yet a successor could be found; but it would as yet be no easy matter to find one for the last; at least I think so, according to the manner in which the institution should be carried on, or rather fully established. All the above, however, are infant causes, and if you will allow me to add, they require, especially the last, all the enthusiasm of the original projectors to carry them through at present.  In Edinburgh you are to know that in the midst of, I hope, much good, there is a large share of indifference in many Christians, and of indisposition to go out of the way for Christ.  Persons disposed, therefore, to take these offices are by no means easy to be found.

My greatest difficulty remains, - the church at Richmond Court. With me also this attempt originated, and it has, blessed be God, so far succeeded, and I feel assured will do so if properly conducted.  Where is the person at all disposed or fitted for succeeding? You will not, my dear brother, wonder that I should add, that when I reflect on the degree of success with which the Lord has been most graciously pleased to crown these measures, I am almost afraid to think of removing - afraid lest I should offend the Lord in a situation to which His finger seems directly pointing. 

The situation seemed to be even worse in February 1813, when Anderson wrote to Andrew Fuller:

I regret much that I have not fulfilled my promise.  I was under the necessity of leaving home for the west of Scotland, which really put it out of my power, and this week I have been almost worn out with my engagements.  They thicken around me, and it seems as though I must do what I can to fulfil my work.  I felt what you said to Brother D. about the danger of neglecting one's own vine​yard, nay, and one's own soul, amid various other engagements, all good and all beautiful in their season.

Yet in the summer of that same year, 1813, he made his annual journey to inspect the Gaelic Schools, travelling on foot for most of the way through the north-west of the mainland and the Western Islands.  Finishing his duties for the Gaelic School Society on 27th July, he walked from the west coast to Inverness, a distance of more than forty miles in one day, to meet Andrew Fuller. He accompanied Fuller down the east coast, preaching every day, and three times on Sundays, until they reached Edinburgh. His extended tour thus covered three of his outside interests in the same journey, inspecting the schools, doing deputation for the Baptist Missionary Society and evangelising in the Highlands.

One of his greatest ‘consolations of travel’ was to meet again those who had been brought to reflection, or to a know​ledge of the truth, by his addresses on previous journeys. A large circle of Christian friends always welcomed him to London and detained him there as long as they could.  At the end of his 1819 visit, the following appreciation of his ministry was handed to him:

TO THE REV. CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON.


LONDON, June 2, 1819.

We, the circumscribers [there were eighteen signatures], having experienced much pleasure from your visit and labours, (which we hope will not expire with the occasion, but issue in lasting benefit,) desire to relieve our minds, now that you are about to leave us, by the expression of our gratitude, accompanied by earnest prayer, that your return may be as safe as it must be welcome, that you may find all dear to you ‘as you would,’ and that both in the family and in the Church, an ofering of unmingled praise may be presented to the Father of Mercies, and God of all consolation.  We pray that you may continue 'a workman needing not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,’ a polished shaft in the Almighty's hands, feeding His people accord​ing to the integrity of your heart, and guiding them by the skilfulness of your hands.

For ourselves, we feel that it will be impossible to restrain many mental glances toward the scene of your labours; and we entreat you not to forget us.  Let our separation be personal only, and not that of the spirit.  And let most fer​vent petitions be presented to the throne of grace from each for the other, to which we shall add, that if it please the great Head of the Church, your visits in time to come may be more frequent to us, for our furtherance and joy of faith.

His longest journey was to Copenhagen in 1826 - three thousand miles there and back through Germany - to visit King Frederick VI of Denmark, because the mission at Serampore was in the Danish colony there. He had an audience with the King and also talked with the heir-presumptive, Prince Christian. In consequence, the King incorporated a University College at Serampore, the first of its kind in India, and generously augmented the funds of the Baptist Missionary Society, so Christopher's gruelling travels were well rewarded.

(Reference here to Mind and Mission, p. 6)
Pre​paratory to my going into the North of England and again into Ireland, I am printing a circular, and will issue No. 2 of the Periodical Accounts on my return home. .... I propose, D.V., leaving home 7th July, going to Newcastle, Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Ewoodhall, Liverpool to Dublin.
 

He sailed from Liverpool to Dublin on 22nd July 1829, and the date of his return is not recorded. During the ten years (1828 to 1837) that the Serampore Mission operated as a separate body from the Baptist Missionary Society, Christopher Anderson’s outside interests were more demanding than at any other time in his life.  His journeys to raise support for Serampore were frequent and sometimes extended.  He made first biennial, and then annual visits to Ireland, and various tours of Scotland and the north of England, to collect funds and communicate information.  His correspondence was voluminous, and during this period almost entirely confined to the subject of the Mission.  Be​sides this he had to arrange for the publication of reports received from India, and the only assistance he had was the occasional and gra​tuitous help of a relative. It was a labour of love, and while he never complained about it, it did take a tremendous toll on his health and energy.

His house doubled up as the mission office in this country - ‘I wish the expenses could be less. But the shop from whence all the Periodical Accounts [the reports from Serampore and home news] &c., have been despatched, has been a room in my dwellinghouse, and £5 annually has paid the person packing and despatching these all over the kingdom.’

Dublin, 22d April 1831. The calls upon my strength and time since I last wrote to you have been so incessant, that I am thankful for getting through them without being ill.  Morning, noon, and night, every day, in short, has been full of labour, from which I could not possibly deliver myself - and if India is to be benefited, why should I?

Christopher Anderson’s biographer described years from 1828 to 1837 as the most demanding in his life. 

His journeys were frequent and sometimes extended.  He made first biennial, and then annual visits to Ireland, besides various tours in Scotland and the north of England, to collect funds and communicate information.  His correspondence, both home and foreign, was voluminous, and during this period almost entirely confined to the subject of the Mission. With the friends of the cause at home, and with the missionaries abroad, he maintained a constant intercourse, the amount of which may be judged from the fact, that during three of these years he seems to have written upwards of one hundred letters, many of them at great length, to Mr. Hope of Liverpool alone.  Be​sides this he had to arrange the intelligence received, and the subscription-lists for publication in the Periodical Accounts.  The only assistance he had in this was the occasional and gra​tuitous aid of a relative.  Yet all was a labour of love, nor did he complain of the burden, or of the opposition he sometimes met with.  It was only the coldness or carelessness of some professed friends that drew the slightest murmur from him.

Oliver and Boyd's Edinburgh Almanack for 1835 shows Anderson's breadth of interest - a director of the Irish Society and of the Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, Director for Life of the Edinburgh Society for the Support of Gaelic Schools, a committee member of the Edinburgh Society for the Abolition of Negro Slavery and of the Voluntary Church Association and of the Edinburgh Association in Aid of Moravian Missions and an Examinator for the Edinburgh City Mission. 

The following is not a complete list of the time given by Christopher Anderson to his outside interests, but is simply a compilation of the references, many incidental, in Life and Letters. Even his sympathetic biographer remarked that he was away too much for the good of his own church.

1808

March 



Perthshire 

Tour

April



Ayrshire

Tour

August and September 
Ireland 

Five weeks

October


East of Scotland
Perth, Dundee, Aberdeen, Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline, Glasgow, with Andrew Fuller on B.M.S. deputation 

1809

April



‘South’

8 days prayer for Rangoon Mission
  

May



London

Collecting for BMS

August



Edinburgh 

Inauguration of Bible Society

1810

July and August

North-East Scotland 
Six weeks tour 

? November


Edinburgh

Inauguration of Gaelic Schools Society

1811

Midsummer


North of Scotland
BMS tour with Andrew Fuller 

1812 





Late January to late March 
Liverpool 

July



Derby


2 days with Fuller re. secretaryship

July



Liverpool

Month in Liverpool setting up Society for the Translations 

October 


Highlands 

Annual visit to Gaelic schools  

1813

February


West of Scotland
Purpose not stated 

July and August 

Highlands 

Annual visit to Gaelic schools, on foot, including Dunvegan Castle, Skye.

1814













?




London

Baptist Society for Promoting ??

June to August

Ireland 

Six weeks in Ireland, then he met Fuller in Yorkshire and helped him with remainder of collecting tour.

September to December
Edinburgh

All his leisure time was occupied in writing his Memorial in behalf of the Native Irish.

1815

May



Highlands

evangelism 

July to September

South Coast

recuperating for good of health
 

1819

May to June


London

ministry - greatly appreciated

1822

April



Ireland


To form missionary auxiliary in Dublin 

1824

May



London

B.M.S. annual service 

1826

August to October

Denmark, France
Charter for Serampore 

December


Highlands 

1827

March



London

Two weeks- debate about separation of 
Serampore from BMS

1828
August


Ireland


Tour 

1829

July to August


England and Dublin
Tour 

1831

January


East coast of Scotland
 Preaching tour

February


North of England
Tour

April to May


Ireland


Tour

1833

May



Ireland


Tour

1834

March



Liverpool + S. Wales
Visits + friends

Later



Ireland


Annual visit

1835

May to June


Ireland


Annual visit
 

1936

and 1837


Ireland


Annual visit

1838

?



Ireland


Annual visit
 

1839

?



London

B.M.S. annual meeting
 

Bristol, etc

Tour 

1839 to 1842+ - 

London 

for Annals, every year

1840

June



Bristol


Sermon to students 

1844



Continent, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland 

1845

July



London, Ireland
‘A journey’ 

August



Highlands

1846

July



London and Isle of Wight 

August



Highlands

1847

June



Somewhere 

Including visit to friend 





via Newcastle


1848

July



Wales 

August



Channel Islands 

1849

July to September

Birmingham, London, France 

(Distributing Scriptures - Life and Letters 397-8)

1850

South-west, 
  England, 
 Wales

-------------------------

Source:

Scottish Baptist Year Book 1910, pp. 168–72, 1911 pp.205–7.

�  See both Evangelising in the Highlands and Gaelic Schools


�  See Evangelising in Ireland.


�  See Edinburgh Bible Society.


�  See Baptist Missionary Society.


�  Letter from Christopher Anderson to Andrew Fuller on 23rd May 1812, in response to Fuller’s request to join him in England in the secretaryship of the Baptist Missionary Society: Life and Letters p. 204.


�  The same, 23 June 1812, declining the invitation: Life and Letters pp. 204-5.


�  Life and Letters, p. 215


�  Life and Letters, p. 221.


� Life and Letters, pp. 368-9.


� Life and Letters, p. 290.


� Life and Letters, pp. 283-4.


� Life and Letters, p. 311.


� Life and Letters, p. 309.


�  Life and Letters, p.283.


�  Oliver and Boyd’s Edinburgh Almanack, Edinburgh, 1835, pp. 443 –453.


�  Life and Letters, p. 106. 


�  Life and Letters, p. 101


�  Life and Letters, pp. 102-5, 134,185;  SBYB 1912,  p. 209 puts this in 1809.


�  Life and Letters, pp. 185–7, 193.


�  Life and Letters, p. 87.


�  Life and Letters, pp. 120, 188.


� Life and Letters, pp. 100, 106-115, 125.


� Life and Letters, p. 193.


� Life and Letters, pp. 198,200.


� Life and Letters, pp. 206-7.


� Life and Letters, p. 209.


� Life and Letters, pp.128, 213.


� Life and Letters, p. 215.


� Life and Letters, pp. 130-1, 221; ,  SBYB 1912 p 212 SBYB 208-9. 


�  Life and Letters, pp. 123, 135-6, 224-5.


� Life and Letters, pp 136, 228. On 29th December 1814 he told Andrew Fuller that over the last year, ‘I have felt my strength impaired ...  For some time past I have been a sort of invalid, pain in my left side has been my chief complaint, and I find I must be cautious.’ Life and Letters, p.228.


� Life and Letters, p. 231, 234. Although his friends were increasingly concerned at ‘the symptoms of debility which over-exertion had produced’, he insisted on going back to evangelise in the Highlands in May 1815, 


� Life and Letters, pp.164, 234-5, 244. In July he had to cancel all pulpit and other engagements and go to Devon and the south-west of England from July to the end of September for a change of air and scenery - respite from over-exertion. He returned to Edinburgh in September, much improved in health.


� Life and Letters, pp. 368-9.


� Life and Letters, p. 258.


� Life and Letters, p. 252.


� Life and Letters, pp. 268-278


� Life and Letters, p. 278.


� Life and Letters, p.281


� Life and Letters, p. 285.


� Life and Letters, pp.290-1.


� Life and Letters, pp.308-9.


� Life and Letters, p. 309.


� Life and Letters, pp. 295, 309.


� Life and Letters, p. 302 – at this point they requested Anderson to make annual, not just biennial, visits.


� Life and Letters, p. 313.


� Life and Letters, pp. 278, 302.


� Life and Letters, p. 316.


� Life and Letters, pp. 278, 302.


� Life and Letters, p. 323, 335.


� Life and Letters, p. 335.


� Life and Letters, pp.323-4.


�  Life and Letters, p. 326


� Life and Letters, p. 324 + probably another - keep eyes open


� Life and Letters, pp. 328, 396.


� Life and Letters, pp. 329, 397.


� Life and Letters, p. 399.


� Life and Letters, p. 400.


� Life and Letters, p. 332.


� Life and Letters, p. 397.


� Life and Letters, p. 402-3.


� Life and Letters, pp. 361, 393–9, 404-8.


� Life and Letters, p. 398.


� Life and Letters, p. 363.





